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India to explore US assistance in setting up IIT campus

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/india-to-explore-us-assistance-in-setting-up-iit-
campus/articleshow/45180550.cms

NEW DELHI: India and US today decided to boost cooperation in the field of higher education including exploring
possible American assistance in setting up a new IIT campus.

At the third India-US Higher Education Summit held here, the two countries also decided to focus on developing
vocational skills by augmenting their cooperation in the field of community colleges.

The delegation-level meeting, attended by top officials as well as representatives from the private sector, was co-
chaired by Higher Education Secretary Satyanarayan Mohanty and US Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and
Public Affairs Richard Stengel.

Making a strong pitch for strengthening of vocational education, UGC Chairman Ved Prakash said, "We have instituted a
large number of vocational colleges but a bigger push is required including in terms of available teaching force."

Earlier in the day, during a bilateral meet of the joint taskforce on community colleges, a decision was taken to develop a
plan for implementation of the MoU signed between the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and the
American Association of Community Colleges (AACC).

A report was also released during the meet which reported a six per cent increase of Indian students studying at the US,
taking the number to 1,20,000.

Calling for "democratisation of knowledge", Stengel stressed on the need for more MOOCs (Massive Open Online
Courses).

"More MOOCs will lead to a democratisation of knowledge that will help in overriding the elitism of universities and we
need to explore whether MOOcs could be shared across platforms," he said.

Recalling the close assistance between the two countries during the setting up of lIT Kanpur, Higher Education
Additional Secretary Amarjeet Sinha said that more such assistance would be welcome.

"On account of the partnership between IIT Kanpur and US institutions, it stands where it does today. The government
has announced plans in setting up five new lITs where more such cooperation would be welcome."

Agreeing to explore such an option, John Beed, mission director for the US Agency for International Development
(USAID) said, "It would be difficult to find a silicon valley firm that has not had the contribution of an IIT Kanpur
alumnus."

It was the third such dialogue in a row, after the first one held in Washington in June 2012 and the second one in New
Delhi in June last year.

The Dialogue explored various forms of collaboration between the two countries, especially in the fields of development
of community colleges, massive open online courses, student and faculty exchange and skill development, said an HRD
Ministry statement.
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The dialogue was co-chaired by Secretary Higher Education Satya N Mohanty and US Under Secretary of State for Public
Diplomacy and Public Affairs Richard Stengel.

Number of students needing ‘academic rehab’ at IIT-B show a
steady rise

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/number-of-students-needing-academic-rehab-at-iit-b-show-a-
steady-rise/

IIT Bombay has seen a huge rise in the number of students who are unable to cope with academic pressure and
start performing poorly. Since it started the “academic rehabilitation programme (ARP)” in 2009, the number of
students registering for it has gone up from two in the inception year to 34 last year.

The ARP, acting as a buffer for such students, gives them a second chance and provides them with an
opportunity to stay in IIT for completion of their degree. While 15 students registered for the ARP in 2010, the
figure for 2011 and 2012 were 16 and 31 respectively. Students are yet to be assessed for the current academic
session.

“While students toil day and night to enter the IITs, some fail to deliver their best once they become an Il Tian.
Some are under-prepared in terms of their scientific preparation while some others face language problems.
Problem also arises when students have irregular attendance, are not attentive and also when they focus too
much on extra-curricular activities at the cost of their academics.

So, when they are part of ARP, students are given personal attention. Some students have turned out to be
outstanding performers after undergoing the programme,” said an IIT Bombay faculty member. According to
institute officials, what is significant is that since the inception of this programme, no student has been asked to
discontinue his or her studies at II'T Bombay due to poor academic performance. Students can continue to be
under ARP for years.

“The ARP committee convenes a meeting to assess the performances of academically weak students and the
need for putting a particular student under the programme. Thereafter, the transition from regular student to
ARP has to begin with a meeting of the students and their parents or guardians, with the committee overseeing
the performance of such students,” said an IIT Bombay official.

During their stay in the programme, each student works in close coordination with a faculty member. In due
course of time, the ARP committee assesses individual cases in terms of the report from the faculty coordinator,
the department mentor, besides evaluating the performance of the student in the semester. “A decision is taken
based on these criteria. If the students perform well in his ARP time, he or she is transferred back to the normal
curriculum load,” said the official.

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/number-of-students-needing-academic-rehab-at-
lit-b-show-a-steady-rise/#sthash.ckwcK3zL.dpuf
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http://inextlive.jagran.com/new-dicipline-rules-in-iit-46483
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Ananth Kumar unveils world's largest glass fibre reinforced
gypsum panel

http://www.business-standard.com/content/b2b-manufacturing-industry/ananth-kumar-unveils-world-s-largest-glass-
fibre-reinforced-gypsum-panel-114111701164 1.html

Ananth Kumar, Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilisers, unveiled the world’s glass fibre reinforced gypsum (GFRG)
panel ‘Gypwall’, manufactured by FACT-RCF Building Products Limited (FRBPL), at the India International Trade Fair
2014. FRBPL is a joint venture of Fertilisers and Chemicals Travancore Limited (FACT), Kochi, and Rashtriya Chemicals
and Fertilisers Limited (RCF), Mumbai.

FRBPL is now manufacturing the world’s largest load bearing wall panels (12 X 3 mts and 124 mm thick), which are light
weight with high quality finish and water proof. Ananth Kumar said all labs including those from the US have tested and
approved these panels, which could revolutionise the infrastructure sector of the country.

This environment friendly prefab Gypwall, which is approved by Building Material and Technology Promotion Council

(BMTPC) as an alternative building material, envisages new construction methodology for affordable housing.
Considering the potential of the panels in mass housing projects, IIT Madras has come out with a design manual for
GFRG panels published by BMTPC. IIT Madras has been testing and conducting various studies on GFRG wall panels for
the past 10 years. Considering the advantages of GFRG panels to the environment, lIT has Constructed a two storied
apartment buildings at their campus, which took only 32 days for completion.
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